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Mr. Underwood’'s Definite Promise
to the Country.

Whenever it comes to a question
between hopefulness and despondency
in the prognosis of business conditions
Tae Stun Is every time with the party
of Daylight Ahead. That Is our habit-
ual attitode. Onr sympathetic tolera-
tion extends sometimes even to the
chasers of rainbows: they do infinite
good In this world, if they seldom ac-
tually eatch up with the pot of gold.

THE SUN does not mean to class the
Hon, Oscar W. Usperwoop with the
rainbow chasers when it records with
peculiar gratitication that distinguished
gentleman's prophecy of an extensive
revival of business confidence and ac-
tivity during the present year. Mr.
Uspeawoop went so far on Tuesday,
in the House of Representatives, as to
stake his reputation for discernment
on the prediction that “before the com-
Ing elections next fall there will be an
industrial awakening that will put to
shame the panie preaching brokers who
cry disaster in order to bring about
depression."

Although the speciic mention of
electlon day appears to «denote ma po-
litical intentton on the part of Mr.
U~NpERwWooDp, we cannot belleve that his
sober, conservative, cautious and con-
sclentions intellect was influenced by
insignificant considerations of partisan-
ship in a matter of such momentous im-
portance to all his fellow countrymen.
His positive conviction as to the immi-
nent resumption of prosperity must be
based on ascertained facts; on some-
thing more tangible than loyalty to the
‘Wilson policles, personal desire for the
vindication of the tariff bill in the con-
struction and passage of which he bore
mo conspicuous a part, and earnest hope
that the Congress elections in Novem-
ber will not upset the Democratic ma-
Jority in the House. Mr, Unvzawoon's
splendid promise must signify more
than that.

The Passing of Coal as a Fuel for
Warships.

A statement made by Admiral Ros-
xaT 8. GRiFFIN to the House Committee
on Naval Affairs a day or two ago that
the Department was much Interested
in the conservation of oll lunds in the
West and “would suffer if it could not
obtain a large supply of oll" (we quote
from a Washington despatch) is ob-
scure untll one understands that the
fuel of the future for warships will be
oll and not coal. It accounts for the
concern of the Government about con-
cessions In Mexico, Colombia and Ecua-
dor which Lord Cowpmay has been
eeeking.

England’'s need of oll s at the pres-
ent time much greater than that of any
other country. Mr. LioNEL YEXLEY, a
well known authority on naval toples,
goes s0 far as to say In an article
in the English Review that England's
naval supremacy on the sea may he
lost unless oll is substituted for coal
as the fuel of her fleet. A Royal Com-
mission on Fuel and Engines is just
now sitting in London, The German
Admiralty I8 working along the same
llnes, It has drawn up a memorandum
recommending the immediate introduce-
tlon of oil tuel in new wurships, There
Is reason to bellieve that England con-
templates using ol on all her ships
uow building: on the llst are nine bat-
tleships, four battle crulsers, seventeen
crulsers and forty-four destroyers, The
Government has been unegotlating with
the Mexican Eagle Oll Company for a
permanent supply and hos been casting
around to control other sources,

As Mr. Yexrey points out, England
cannot afford to build bigger and faster
warships, because more horse-power re-
quires the consumptlon of vastly more
coal, and more coal cunnot be stored
and used without putting upon the
complement of a ship more work than
can be done by flesh and blood. Coallng
on the dreadnoughts and cleaning up
fter the coul 18 In has become the bane
of the service. Tha work has to he
done frequently and It leaves but little
time In the twenty-four hours for rest
and sleep. The big ships which are
being turned out at an amazing rate
under the spMr of necessity to main-

“conl enters,"”
To Mustrate, the hattie crulser Queen

hold work, must do thelr turn in the
englne room. Moreover, conditions in
the living quarters grow worse and
worse, for bigger fannels and uptakes
lenve less and less apace for the accom-
modation of the men, On every one of
the later dreadnoughts there Is a spirit
of revolt ugainst the hardships that
have to be endured. and one enlistment
is often enough. In 191213 the large
number of 11,870 petty officers and men
dropped out.

Tactically ofl ia to be preferred to
conl, because in a blockade, 1lso In the
preliminary stages of a sea fight, ships
would have to leave the line to coal
and would return to It with the men
In no condition to handle the guns,
Internal combustion engines, assuming
that they can be perfected, would take
up much less room than steam engines;
the liquid fuel could be passed Into
reservoirs through a hose with com-
paratively little labor; funnels and up-
takes would be eliminated; the per-
sonnel could be reduced from fifty to
seventy per eent.; and to refuel no
ship would have to leave the battle line.
Living eonditions would be fmmensely
Improved, and England ecould have the
services of all the fighting seamen that
were needed.

The aame problem worries the United
States Navy Department, but as yet
not acutely. We are not bullding
superdreadnoughts with feverish haste
or dealgning leviathans to dash
through the water with the speed of
torpedo boats, Nevertheless it Is real-
lzed that ofl must take the place of
corl as fuel on warships eventunlly,
So the Gowernment Is becoming deeply
Interested in the conservation of oll
lands,

The Privileged Crime.

A young woman of respectable ante-
cedents was returning to her home in
an elevated raflroad train on a Septem-
ber evening. She was annoyed and in-
sulted by two young men.

It happened that two policemen, not
In uniform, were in the ear when this
happened. They, obeying the Instincts
of decent men and the obligations of
their calling, went to the young wom-
an's assistance,

A fight followed. and one of the -
licewen, McNIERNY by name, was
stabbed,  The wenpon nsed was a stl-
letto, & weapon unlawful to ecarry in
this State,  McNwrsy died of his
wonnds six days lanter.

His assallant was arrestod, secnsed
of murder In the first degree and tried
before u jury. He was convicted, not
of the crime charged, but of man-
slaughter in the first degree. On being
sentenced to a term of not less than ten
and not more than nineteen years im-
prisonment, this man sald to a court
attendant :

*I fully expected to bhe convicted of
murder and sent to the clectrie chalr, 1
can do this sentence easy and still
young when I get out.”

be

In the name of Flaxs Scumipt and
HARRY Tuaw, why shonld not murder
be committed in New York?

The International Exchange of
Dramatists,

Whatever may be the result of

Crartrs FROHMAN'®S  experiment  of

ransplanting playwrights to make them
more productive, the scheme obviously
possesses certain advantages. Bellev-
ing that the American theatre now re-
quires plays of a kind altogether at
variance with the taste of European
audlences, he would colonize the Eu-
ropean playwrights here and await
results.

Alrendy Mr. FromymanN has named
some of those who are to be subjected
to this process. HAppoN CHAMBERR
will be invited here to absorb enough
American life to inspire him to the pro-
duction of a play. It seems sure that
the Australiun dramatist will be im-
proved by this process. He once wrote
a drama of life in Harlem. As a final
touch of local color he named the hero-
Ine Katinka Jones, 1f Mr., CHAMBERS
lives only a short time in Harlem
he will learn that few famlilles there
can hoast the possession of a Katinka,
actual or on an earller branch of the
family tree. Thus will Mr, CuaMBERS
enjoy the tirst benetits of Mr, Frou-
MAN'Ss suheme,

NOMERSET MAavainaym, who has al-
ways shown a disposition to introduce
about the tea tables of his heroines
some outlapder with the breath of an
j allen eivillzation, Is another playwright
that the manager would acclimatize in
order that he may possibly do as well
for this country as he has for the North-
west in “The Land of FPromise.,” Rut
the process Is not to stop here, J. M.
Bagrie may be persuaded to come to
this country, and there is a veiled
threat that WitLiaM CorLier may be
set down on Plecadllly to write a play
of London club life, So far Mr, Cor-
LIER In all his collected works has re-
veiled knowledge of only one New
York c¢lub, and Its humor has been
fuirly crystallized in his dramas.

The advantages of Mr. FrRomMaAN'S
scheme seem indisputable. J, M, Bar-
| ME may become so thoroughly natural-
|1zed on Broadway as to write a play
|for the special display of the subtle
talents of that stalwart sycamore of
the Wabash Miss VaLeska RBumarr.
European playwrights may be awak-
,ened by the change of scene to unprec-
|edented actlvity. Pierar WEBER might
*humom his boulevard muse to the ser-
| vices of Miss VioLA ALLEN, while Ges-
‘un‘r HauPTMANN, contemplating the
art of W. H. Cranrk, might be inspired
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|pmn|hh- the crowning achlevement of

divert the genius of ArTHUR Wina P1-
NErRo Into less pessimistic channels

altles, It is impossible to prophesy

We

“Chantecler."”

The scheme is too grandiose for ade-
quate description in prose. It is only
unfortunate that the genius of Mr.
Froumax did not develop a score or
more years ago. Then might have been

his eareer.  One need only deplore the
unnvoldable ubsence of Dr. Insex from
all these arrangements for the greater
glory of the drama. Had the famous
playwright of the north met Mamie
Dressier, what brilliant 1l hts might
his genius have taken, As it Is we
approve of the plan to export Ameri-
can playwrights as well as to import
the foreigners. Nothing could be more
advantageous to our theatre than the
fearless exportation of some of our
drumnatiste,. In case Mr. FroHMAN'S
memory needs jogging, we are perfectly
willing to supply him with a list of
those who never would be missed.

Alas for Social Justice!

That the statement Issued by Bars-
BEibGE CoLpy in auswer to Comptroller
I'REXDERGAST I8 an authentle politieal
document Is provesl by the fact that
it begius with an assault on Mr. PreN-
PERGAST'S truthfulness, Thus 18 Iits
charncter established. But how did
Mr. Corny allow himself so to stray
as to declare that:

“It Is not a question of Progreasives
belng entitled to any office. It is simply
A question of their being deprived of a
repressntation in the municipal admin-
istration which on nil sides It wns agreed
the Progressive party was entitled to, This
they lose as a result of a deception prac-
tised upon them by Mr. PRENDERGAST.”

Were we not told in trumpet tones
a thousand times that the municipal
administration would be, must be, pon-
partisan, unpartisan, completely di-
wreed from polites, entirely without
party flavor or sigulficance? Was not
a business administration pledged and
promised from every platform and In
every document? [Dd not the Repub-
lleans unselfishly vote into office a tri-
umvirate consisting of two Democrats
and a Progmessive on this high and
altrulstie prineiple?

Alan for soclal justice! Are the
strains of “Onward, Christian Soldlers”
adm'ttedly to stir men merely for Pro-
gressive “representation”?

Where?

Nathing would please us more than
to know that any eating house proprie-
tor who sets young savages on us to
«elze our hats and coats, who promotes
indigestion by aficting us with bands
while we eat, and who encourages the
slmple to prance about the floor to the
interruption of our conversation, must
pay $600 or another sum more than
the keeper of a mere barroom, but we
are moved to wonder where Exelse Com-
missloner FARLEY obtained the informa-
tlon on which he bases this statement :

“As the hotel has seven days eale
against six for the saloon, i1t should pay
at least one-sixth more than the cost of
the saloon eertificate.  Rut the added day
i= worth more than the one-sixth, as on
that extra day the greater number of
saloons are closed and the hotel has an
exclusive privilege " .

In what advanced and model eom-
munity of this State are those sploons
whose owners would find it profitable
to keep them open seven days closed?
Indead, In what community are the
snloons so situnted as to make the bar
trile profitable hetween 1 o'clock and
5 o'clock in the morning, when they
are supposed to be shut tight, not wide
open?

Martial Law In South Africa.

When a general strike of miners on
the Rand was threatened last July and
the mob took possession of the streets
of Johannesburg herol¢ measures hy
the nauthorities averted anarchy. In
collisions  hetween the turbulent ele-
ment and the Imperigl troops and po-
llee acting together many rioters were
shot down. Afterward General Borma
and General SMurs conferred with
their leaders, who had formed a revo-
lutionury committee, and a *“truce” was
agreed on, The labor trouble was set-
tled temporarily, and a comminsion of
inquiry reported that If the Govern-
ment had realized the gravity of the
originanl strike in the New Kleinfonteln
mine there need have been no rloting
ut Johanneshurg,

Apparently the Government 1s not
golng to be canght napping again,
although a general sirlke has been
ordered by the Trades Federation and
the Rand miners, and in some respects
the situation is graver than ever. Mar-
tinl law and the mobllizatlon of the
volunteers under the command of Gen-
ernl DE WEeT, the famous Boer veteran,
mean that there will be short shrift for
rlioters and looters and that the law
against disorderly assemblies will be
vigorously enforced. The army of vol-
unteers {8 permeated by the old Roer
fighting spirit. Genernl Syurs, the
Minister of Defence, has served warn-
ing on strikers who are disposed to re-
sort to violence that if he has to police
Johanneshurg there will he no such
tenderness in dealing with the mob
spirit as officers of the Imperial troops
displayed last July.

The temper of the 200,000 natives
employed on the Rand is a doubtful
factor of the situation. No labor ag!-
tator, however reckless, would dare to
call upon the Basutos; the danger is
that they may take advantage of what
they regard as the white men's quarrel
and get out of hand. It speaks highly
for the iIntelligence of the Hindus, who
have thelr own grievances, that thqu
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(taln what passes ostensibly for the 'lation in a later manner. l’o-iblythe’hna decided to bury them until the

% ‘“ g itwo Power standard are tremendous native humor of Berr WiLLiAMa would
S !M;ry. of 28,850 tons, which attained a |than it has pursued for several un-

'maximum speed of 85.7 knots in her happy seasons, to the despalr of his
| trials, burned 500 tons of coal in run-' managers and the atrophy of his roy-
ning from Portsmouth to Portland, al
distance of forty miles. All hands on a/ what might happen when the genius
warship are drafted for conling, and In|of Gromex M. Coman first dazzles the
emergencies the seamen (the fighting | poetic vislon of EnmoNn RosTAND,
branch), who have to qualify in stoke-!ean only hope it will not be a second

perils of the general strike ara passed.
It e a significant feature of the crisls
in Bouth Africa that the Roers and
their old leaders are standing sturdily
and loyally by the Imperial Govern-
ment. A citizens' defence committee of
100,000 men should be able to deal with
any manifestation of anarchy and hold
the savage Basutos In check.

““Thers 1« a MAN !"—Harper's Weekly,
Goodness graclous, have you discov-
ered one In your neighborhood?

Breasm the ebulllent has broken out
agaln in his annual message to the
Legislature of South Carolina. There
is nothing surprising In his recom-
mendation that an act be passed pro-
hibitifig any white person from teaching
negro children. Such a regulation would
mean that In many cases negro chil-
dren would go untaught; this, according
to Governor Breasg, would doubtless be
a consummation devoutly to be wished.
Nor will any one familiar with the
delicate gallantry of the Governor be
astonished to learn that In the interests
of the ladies he disapproves of persons
who “sit In our public dining rooms,
restaurants and cafes, and smoke cigars
and foul little cigarettes, and whiff and
puff and blow the smoke out through
their nostrils,” That the Governor
should wish the playing of football
prohibited in the model State of South
Carolina !s also entircly natural, since
if young men devote themselves to the
frivolous sport of football they cannot
be expected to engage with the earnest-
ness that it deserves In that fine old
pastime of negro lynching, which has
the cordial indorsement of the Governor,
The only part of the Hlease message
that really calls for surprise is the
Governor's new found respect for that
Conetitution which on one memorable
oceasion he consigned to an uncom-
fortable spot. Now he s perturbed over
the question of an alleged Infringement
of State rights by Congress, which has
fixed hunting dates in SBouth Carolina
of which the Governor disapproves, So
the Constitution may be rehabilitated.

Boston with its model charter, having
chosen In & non-partisan election the
Mayor its people want, naturally lays
itself open to the condolencea of all
who stand for uplift, betterment and
social improvement.

Feeding and taking care of the Mexi-
can Federal soldlers and refugees in
Texas {8 going to cost a good deal of
money. It 1z difficult to see how the
United States s to be repaid, The
Swiss who recglved a French army of
85,000 men in their territory during the
Franco-Prugsian war and housed and
fed them ment the French Government
a bill of 11,000,000 francs, which was
honored. If the Constitutionalists
should succeed in ousting HuerTa and
setting up their own government, would
the cost of food and shelter for several
thousand Federals who ran away from
“Pancho” ViLa be paid? Hardly, Even
Huerra, If he were to triumph in the
end, would prove a refractory debtor,

The United States has done a great
many good deeds in the name of hu-
manity, and apparently the succor of
the Mexicans and thelr wives and chil-
dren must be added to the list,

—

——
By Request.

To THE Epitor or THe Svx-——8ir: In
a recent conversation with two or three
companions of literary tastes the subject
of the editorial value of our leading
newspapers came under dizcussion, The
remark was made that in point of diction,
depth of thought and general lterary ex-
cellence the palm should be presented to
THe SvN, the Louisville Courer-Journal
and the Springfield Republican,

As we belleve with littla Virginia
(VHanlon's papa that “If we sea it In
Tur BuN it's 80, may we ask for your
opinion of this selection, even though It
confronts you with the delicate task of
commenting on the editorial value of yvour
own publication?

A REanEn

Armaxy, January 14,

oF THE SuN,

Our honest opinion I8 that the Courier-
Journal of Louisville and the Republi-
can of 8pringfield conspicuously deserve
the admiration of this corregpondent
and his friends for the quality of the
editorlal thought and writing and the
general excellence of literary form ob-
servable In those newspapers,

How Man) Labor Unilonists Are There?

To TAE Epitor oF The Sux—Sire It
would seem that all pight thinking !ndi-
viduals should ecommend Mr. Vincent
Astor's stand on  soclallsm There is,
however, a statement in his letter to Mr.
Upton Sineclair which, though expressing
a too common bellef, 18 erronecus.

1 have before me w competent authority
which stutes that the American Federa-
tion of Labhor has 2,000,000 members und
the Industricnl Workera of the Waorll
70,000, Allowing for the unlons not affil-
tated with the above, it can safely be sald
that there are not more than 2.500,000
labor unlonists In this country. The total
employved population is between 35,000,000
and 40,000,000,

Therefore I protest agalnst Mr. Astor's
statement that “the representatives of
labor" referred to are “men whom the
great mass of the working peoples of our
country have muthorized to speak for
them.” Though heartily endorsing con-
pervative, law abiding unlonism, 1 am one
of the great mass of those who are not
membars of auch organizations, consti-
tuting 94 1-3 per cent, of all the workers ;
and 1 prefer not to he clussed with the
6 2-3 per cent. whom the labor leaders
in question actually represent, with their
radical and un-American specch and ace
tions, E. H C,

New York, January 14

Poor Rachmaninoff.

To rAae BmToR oF Taw BusSir T "
in THe SUINDAY BUN Ia really quite amusing
and at the same time enlightening Having
had the bensfit of & good luugh at the funny
way in which he “sats’” me “to rights™ 1
shall now proceed to profit by his advice,
and rit In the top balcony, ‘way back,
with both eyea shut, tha next time 1T
attend m concert at Symphony Hall. Ko
I am doubly Indebted to "T, H." How-
ever, “poor Rachmaninoft” (I wish T could
for the sake of my kindly eritio, gentis soul,
break this more gently), “poor Ruchmanin-
off* cunnot possibly turn in his grave, he
Is not yet dead, 1 would say “Alas!" for
commiseration with “T. H.." yet 1 am glad
for the sake of “poor Rachmaninoff," even
though I detest his “muale.’”

Esmite PioxnanpT,

IsuimaTon, Mass., January 14.

Zere. !
By nature T am shrinking
And modest in my mien,
And yet & bold man shivers
When I am on tha scene,

1 haven't any figure
To bring forth praises warm,
And yeét & fat man trambiss
When he beholds my form.

'm not the glass of fashion,
Of styles I take ne note,
And yet all men consult me

Before they choose & coat.

My best friends must admit it
I'm nothing much to see,
Yot few get such attention
As little sero me.
Wiaax.

ADDING NEW MATTER TO THE
INCOME TAX LAW.

Anether Instance of Apparent Legisla-
tion by the Bureau Officials.

To Tn EpiTor or THe BuNn—=8ir: Your
editorial article in this morning's Buw
pointing out that the instruction of the
Commissloner of Internal Revenus in re-
gard to the place where an individual
shall make his return for the incomse tax
appears to nullify a provision of the law,
is interesting and Important. This ia not
the only point to which attention should
be called.

With the principle of an Income tax
enlightened persons will not quarrel, and
even'in the provisions of the beautifully
perfect plece of 1 lation known as the
income tax law October, 1913, those
affected may well acquiesce, being &
helpless minority of voters; but when by
arbitrary departmental ruling a class
specifically exempted from the law Is
wholly or partly’ made subject to 1t, &
protest would seem to be timely. Under
paragraph D of the law, which provides
for returns to be made, it is “Provided
further, that in elther case above men-
tioned no return of Income not exceeding
$3,000 shall be required.”” This with other
sections of the law makes it perfectly
clear that Individyals having an income
of lesa than $3,000 are in no way affected
by the law,

In spite of this fact the Commissioner
of Internal Revenue by a recent regulation
(T. D. 1,923) adds something to the law
which Congress left out. He says that if
the aggregate net income of husband and
wife living together exceeds $4,000, an
annual return of their combined incomes
must be made “although neither one
separately has an income of $3,000 per
annum.” (The italles are mine.) Tak-
ing the case of n man and wife, he having
a salary of $2,600 a year and she by In-
heritance or her own labors an income of
$2.600, under the law as passed neither
would be subject to tax, yet under this
rullng they are supposed to return thelr
combined incomes and receive the benefit
of a deduction of $4,000 and become
taxable on $1,000, The next logical ntep
for the Commissioner will be a ruling that
where minor children from penny savings
or gifts are in receipt of separate in-
comes they must be combined with those
of thelr parents and returned, We will
then have a brand new theory of taxation
per stirpes and not per caplta.

If it be sald that Congress gave the
power to the Treasury Departme n
muke regulations, as It did, the reply is
that Congress did not and cannot delegate
fts tax making authority, nor can a de-
partmental official cause to be taxed
classen exempted by the terms of the law,
1 am not personally affected by the point
ahove get out except in so far as injustice
on the part of those In authority tenda to
arouse any lawyer worthy of the name.
The obvious purpose of this regulation is
to meet in advance fraud presumed with-
out grounds being shown whereby a man
would put into his wife's name part of
his income to evads taxation, The effect.
tveness of the remedy may be conceded.
Its legality should be fought through the
Supreme Court.

Let us have more editorials on such
pointa for the guldance of the people.

New Yonrk, January 14 H. D. B.

LEARNING TO DO BUSINESS.

Is It True That We Teach Others How
to Surpass Us In Commerce?

To e Epttor or THe Svx-——8ir: The
United Rtates im a business nation, a
commercial country, and thus far our
aristocracy I8 an  aristocracy of dry
goods, boots and shoes, groeceries, butch-
ers, bakers, candlestick  makers  and
such other industrin! producers as may
ba necessary to supply the needs and
luxuries of a great and growing people
who sre more or less extravagant in
their tastes and are willing to pay the
price. Onee upon a tiine an aristocracy
of this kind might have been held in low
estesm by the aristocracy of birth ; indeed,
1 believe it actually was, but American

energy and enterprige have lifted that erst-

while low esteem into a higher state, and
now our arlstocracy I8 esteemed to be
of such quallty as makes {t «ligible to
marry into any aristocracy on eartp So
much for our business methods In one
direction, but how about it in others,
particularly in the art of getting forelgn
trade?

We talk a great deal about our export

trade, and It Is really worth talking
about, seeing that it amounta tn two
billlons and a quarter of dollars or more
annually, and we are making strenuous
efforts, in our way, to increase it; but
there are many countries in which Amer.
lcan  goods  are  practically unknown,
Especially is this true of countries which
are logically and legitimately our terri-
tory, that is to say the countries of the
western  continent Nor s it because
American goods are lacking in quality
or are too high in price. The difficulty

ies in our inability to compete with for-

elgnere, England, Germany and Franee
particularly, in their methods of selling,
packing and shipping their goods, Wae

don’t know how to do It as they do. and
we have thus far shown that we cannot
learn how.  This I8 not hecause we ara
stupid, but the contrary We think we
know how hetter than anybody elseon earth

and we go into forelgn markets with a
self-=concelt so bulky and awkward that
the modest forelgners getf right by us
and Into the hearta and pockethooks of
customers that should be ours They
do It because they adapt themselves to

the customs of the people they want to se
cure as patrons.  Not so with us, We want
to show them that they don't know
business at all and that our way is the
only way =o far we are showing them,
but the other fellows are pelling the
gools,

I have a very
AMOLE business

Himited
people,

acqualntanca
and vet 1 have
known soung Germans, young French-
men, young Britishera, voung Japanesas
and A few scattered nationalities all in
this country learning our business meth-

ods In all branches of commerce. This
learning how to do business as we do
It also Includes learning how not to do
a great many things we do.  In other

words, whatever Is best In our methods
thera voung forelgners awequire and after
a year or lesa 'n our ghops and ofllces
they go back to thelr own shops and
ofMlces and meet us in the feld of trade
better equipped In every way than we
are, While I have known these young
forelgners in this country learning Amer-
feran waye, 1 have never vet met a young
American who bas studied In England,
France or Germany the methods of the
business men of those countries in getting
trade away from us.

Possibly we may have hundreds of our
progressive young men in all the coun
triea of Europe, the Orlent and South
America devoting themselves to the ace-

quirement of the business methods of those
countries, but I have met 8o few of them
that I am inclined to doubt their exist-
ence In lurge numbers. Yet why should
we not send our young men out to every
nation with which we expeet to trade?
Why should we not learn at first hand
the Germun, the English, the French
methods of selling goods which are so
much more suceessful than ours?  Why
shouldn't every South Amerlcan country

have our young men going about frs
trivde centres and learning what 18 to
be learned of the requlrements of the

people whom we wish to supply with our
surplus gooda?
gon why wa are not avalling ourselves of
the opportunities our competitors are not
neglecting; and what Is the reason? If
thera I8 a msatisfactory answer, what 1s
it? W. J L.
New Yorg, January 14,

The Cardinal’s Robes.
From the Londom Chronicle

Thera are some stanch Protestants whe
must feel aggrieved at the present dearth of
Cardinals. The Vt=Lliant erlmaon cloth of
which all Cardinals’ robes are made has bean
supplied for generations past by the ma
family of cloth merchanta at Rurtacheld,
near Alx-la-Chapelle, tha secret process for
the making of the dya having been handed
down from father to son. Curiousiy enough,
thess purveyors to the Bacred College have
been Lutharans for over twe centurles, and
the present heads of the firm belong 10 the

same faith, J

Thera must be soma rea- |

THE THIRTY YEARS WAR AND
MEXICO'S.

——
An Historical Parallel.

To Tup Eptror or Tus Bun—Bir: In
everything except ita cause the civil
war In Mexico has clossly paralleled
the Thirty Years War. Itisa good ex-
ample of history repeating itself, and
the long Interval between the two con-
flicts only makes the similarity more
interesting.

The Thirty Years War was so terri-
ble, endless and hopeless because, as
has been the case bo far in Mexico, none
of the combatants had sufficlent power
to conduct a general and décisive cam-
palgn or to defeat its adversaries com-
pletely. While an army was obtaining
the mastery of one reglon a new force
of its enemies was being formed In an-
other, compelling the viotor to abandon
the offensive and assume a defenaive
which was often unsuccessful.

Under these conditions of extreme
vicissitude the armies degenerated rap-
Wly, and the warfars became inhuman
and was chiefly characterized by rob-
bery, wanton destruction, torture, mur-
der and crimes against women. None
of the armies was or could be free from
these faults, although the Bwedes were
comparatively so until the death of Gus-
tavus,

These conditions are. now being al-
most photographically reproduced In
Mexico, which has a population pecu-
liarly fitted to perpetuate them. A
writer who probably Is well informed
states that many authors of works on
criminology are agreed that there are
proportionately more criminals among
Mexicans than among any other natlon
living under an organized form of gnv-
ernment. History rehows few worse
monsters than Zapata and Villa,

The Thirty Years War ended because
the resources of CGermany were ex-
hauated and there was nothing left to
support an army. A large majority of
its people had perished, and it was more
than a century befora it recovered from
the effects of the war.

The question that Interests the peo-
ple of the United States is how far the
Mexican parallel with the Thirty Years
War is 10 be prolonged, Ex-SBenator
Chandler, who still seems sure that It
{# his mission to solve all the world's
problems, has declared that the barba-
rous carnage among the Mexicans makes
further delay of positive actlon by the
United States unjustifiable. He appears
to suspect that “watchful walting” will
prove to be only a translation into 1914
English of the “masterly Inactivity”
which, some strategists say, prolonged
our civil war by threa years.

The publie, with the exception of Mr.
Chandier, are less interested in the
Mexicang' troubles than they are in the
protection of Americans and other for-
clgners in Mexico. European Govern-
ments have postponed the fulfilment of
their duty to proteet their msubjects in
Mexica in the expectation that the Uni-
ted States would act for them. If they
grow lmpatient ahd undertake to pro-
ceed for themselves the effort to avoid
intervention may lead to other Inter-
national difficulties,

The ellmination of Huerta would be
only a etep, and from present appear-
ances would substitute for him a leader
who has committed many crimes like
the one of which Huerta {s suepected,
and of which he avows his intention to
perpetrate more.  Americans are anx-
lous to see what thelr Government's at-
titude will be If Villa and eanstitutional
brigundage “come into their own.”

WALLENSTEIN.

WasHinaron, January 14,

OTHERCREDITABLE POLICEMEN.

The Porto Rican Constabulary Pralsed
for Its Good Work.

To THE EpiTor oF THE SUN—S8ir: Now
that the virtues of the Aquednet police,
the Pennsyilvania constabulary, the North-
west Mounted polliee and the Canal Zone
pollce have been extolied in your paper.
I want to say a few words in behalf of
another splendid body of men,

These men are not ex-soldiers of the
United States army. but they are a well
trained body of police. 1 speak of the
Insular police, who maintain law and or-
der in the island of Porto Rico. Whether
directing traffic in the narrow streets of
San Juan or upon the broader carratierra,
or patrolling the docke and wharves, or
standing at a lonely country rallway sta-
tion, Pablo or Pedro or Jose I8 nlwavs
on the job, as the saying is. Nor does his
position give him an overbearing manner
ng was formerly charged ngainst some of
our own police in this clity,

Very often he is a country boy brought
from the rice fields or the sugar planta-
tions.  After passing a rigid examinftion
physically he recelves a patrolman's po-
sltion at about $30 a month to start. He
may be stationed in n large town or eity or
he may have to patrol & long streteh of
road In the country. Well does he per-
form his duty. There {a very little crime
in the entire i8land, and what there is is
found in the large citles that contain peo-
ple from other West Indian Islands and
from the United States,

Thess men who form the Insular police
are all natives of Porto Rleo, and they
are among the healthiest and finest built
men of the Island. In fact, a wvisitor
conld be excused for belleving that the
officials had raked Porto Rico with a fine
tooth comb and had made elther moldiers
or policemen of all the young men who
possessed good sturdy figures and sound
health,

In several trips to the Island T have be-
come acquainted with many a policeman.
Sometimes he has been black as coal, at
others white as myself Bometimes he
spoke  Fuglieh, at others only Spanish,
At all times ho has been a gentleman
and, in all truth, an officer upholding the
dignity of the law.

Ha has siways been In sympathy with
American methods and has considered it
la great honor to be able to contribute him
bit to uphold the dignity of the country
which will not permit him to be Its citi-
zen,  So, bacause I have meen him at his
work and have spent many pleasant hours
with him in all parts of the island, T say,
“All honor to the Insular policeman :
there is no one his superior.'

A TrRaveELLER,

BrookLy~N, January 14

Wewring Hats at Symphony Concerts.

To 1ue Eviton or Tue BoN—Sir'  Perhaps
T HLY who advises Emile Plekhardt whera
trus musle lovers gt when attending sym
phony concerts, would tell us whers to sit
In Woolsey Hall of Yala when trylng to
| #njoy  concerts and not be annoyed by
women's hats,

Of courss 1t len't neceassnry to ses the
jmuslclans In order to hear, but T beljeve
(i Mtrue dovers of musie” will agree that
| 1t would add to the pleasurs not to have

‘their eyes shut” by one of thoss bamboo
trea things women wear on thelr heads

I have been to concerts in Bridgeport,
Conn, and Hoboken, N. J. and women
wera not mllowed to wear their hats, and yet
nelther of these citles Is supposed to bhe mo
cultured as New Haven. Fanurn,

Mirvosp, Conn., January 14.

Business Note From Batavia.

To Tup Emiton oF THR Busx—Sie: 1 thought
you would be interested to learn that we
buy our egge from Mre. Chick.

BaTavia, January 14, O, . Buabrer.

Too Thoreugh.

Htella—What Is the matter with the Mon-
teasori mathod ?

Hella—1t dorsn’t leave vou anything to
be taught by a nice young man.

The Window Pane Record.

Jark Frost chuckled,

“Tha police will have some job If they
try to get my finger prints,” he cried.

Herewith he entered by way of a windew.

—

———

AGREEMENT REACHE)
ON MILITIA PAY B

Secretary Garrison Aceepts Sug.
gestions Made by Guard
Officers.

ADDS TO FEDERAL CON'T o1,

Guardsmen to Have Statns o
Soldiers on Reserve Su),.
jeet to Call,

——

Waanmvaron, Jan. 14.—-That there .
substantial agreement between 1o sy
militia organisations and the War 7.
partment on the chlef features of .
proposed Federal militia pay bill was 4.
veloped here this afterncon In u confer
ence between Becretary Garrison ang ,
committes representing the Htats offiosrs

The draft of the proposed bill was gop.
over and it was found that the change
suggested by the militia representatives
affect no matters of vital Interest 1o th,
War Department. Secretary Garrison |
formed the committes that he was ready

to accept thelr suggestions without any
modification.

Conferees With Garrison.

Those who called on the Becratary in
cluded Gen, Martin of Texas, president o
the convention of adjutants general
Gen, Stuart of Pennsylvania, Gen, Sagler
of New Jersey, Gen, Young, president of
the executive committee of the National
Guard Association, Gen. E. A, Crowde,
Judge advocate general of the army, and
den. Mills and Col. Hale of the m'lita
division of the War Department,

The bill, now wholly ratisfactory to ths

ar ent, will be laid befors the
Presldent for his approval. The Pres
dent has not yet indicated whether or not
he favors paying mrilitla out of Fedaersl
funds, but it was thought wiser to draw
up & complete bill on which both sides
could agree, showing what the United
Btates will get for its money befors aek-
ing the President to express his opinion

The bill If enacted iInto law wil
give the War Department a much greater
control over militia troops. As a oond
tion of receiving Federal pay the Stais
troops will have to conform to require
ments to be laid down by the War s
partment, insuring a standard of ef-
clency.

Avallable in War.

Perhaps the most !mportant provigion,
however, s that which makes avallat
for forelgn duty in case of war eyer
militiaman In  the State organization:
Viclation of the constitutional provigior
which has heretofore been regarded as
an obstacle in the way of achleving th s«
use of the militla has been avolded t
requiring each milittaman, upon taking
the Btate oath, to agree at the same tim-
to mccept status as a Federal soldier o
reserve, subject to a call to arms fron
the United States Government

It 18 provided. however, that the Pres
fdent cannot eall upon the milita o
Federal duty without the consent of o
grese.  This provision I8 regarded
remedying a weakness of the [Dick [aw

National Guard officers who have be
here conferring with the War Diepartn
officianls for several days declare thar ¢
passnge of the Federal pa Il wi
bly promote efficlaney and cont
of the militin.

MORE UNEMPLOYEDTHAN VI L

Problem Bothering State Labor De.
partment Ofelial.

There are more unemployved inen
New York city now than ever before a
the problem of caring for them has s
perplexed Charles M Hoffman,  woting
chief investigator of the State L
partment's Bureau of Immigratic
Industry, that he intends to suggest ‘o
Mayor Mitchel that a committee be &
pointed 1o devise a remedy

Not even In the panic of 19807 wers
there 80 many men out of work, Mr 10"
NMAN  Says Reports from emplosment
ngencies have startled him.  The sout
and Bouthwest, where there In ginera
a demand for labor at thig time o
have asked for only a few furm !ands

Men who worked on the State g
ways before their investigation "
curtalling of the work, laborers on
nqueduct and the rallroads, huve be
Iaid off, and this army has descended o
New York city hoping to find at em
ployment agencies a demand for thes
services.

The sufferings of these men have be

augmented by the extreme cold, and
is to relieve them that Mr. Hofow
wants to enlist the services of Moo

Mitchel and other men of influrn e

PLEADS FOR ALASKA RAILROAD

Delegate Says Matter Liea Between
U. N, and Guggenhelme,

WasniNaTON, Jan, 14.—Dilegats Wie
ersham of Alaska to-day argued for ==
eral hours In the Houss in support of t
Alaskan rallroad bill providing for !
expenditure of $36,000,000 for a Gover
ment owned and operated railroad

“Shall the Federal Government contr
Alaska or the Guggenheims”™ shouts
Mr. Wickersham during the heat of
debate, “Weo have reached the part’
of the ways, It is either the nation
the Guggenheims.'"

Representatives Davenport and Farrs

of Oklahoma led the fght agains
Alaskan bill
Benator Walsh of Montana w

principal speaker for the Alaska
the Benate. A vote |8 expected s
it I= a foregone conclusion thar o
will pass, although the Republicar. =
vole agalnst it, as a rule

Benator Norris of Nebraska contiiio’
to the Interest of the subject t pre
penting an amendment authorizios ¢
building and operation by the 1
Railrond of a line of steaners nun
from ten to twenty to ply bota
ports of Alaska and those of °
South Americs on the Pacitie

ASKRS BIGGER POSTAL DE 'os

Postmaster-General Wounld
Limit to 81,000,

WasniNaToN, Jan, 14 A
ereagse the Federal postal o
posits to $75,000,000, without
the expensge to the (jove:r
placed before the House to-da
Indorsement of 'ostmaster- i

Hanls

son and Third Asslstant 1'ostn
eral Dockery. They urgs

the postal savings law so o=t
the maximum amount which e

vidual may deposit to 81,000

They hope eventually that e
may be able to have accounts larm
$1,000, but now urge that inter
per cent. be pald by the Goverrn
to that fgure.

CLAFLIN OUT OF BANK Bo AT

Resigns From National Hank =@
Commerce Day After Election.

John Claflin reslgned from the 4
of directora of tha Natlonal Hunk of con
merce yesterday. Ille had been reals'”
at the annual meeting the day hefora
Mr. Claflin announced that ha was
Ing because of a decigion made =ome
ago to withdraw from a number o
New York directorships

Mr. Claflin Is the president and
rector of the H. B. Clatlin Company
“.l A member of many directorates




